i58                         CAPTAIN HESSE.

was gazetted a cornet in the 18th Hussars at seven-
teen years of age. Shortly afterwards he went to
Spain, and was present in all the battles in which
his regiment was engaged; receiving a severe wound
in the wrist at the battle of Vittoria. When this
became known in England, a royal lady wrote to
Lord Wellington, requesting that he might be care-
fully attended to; and, at the same time, a watch,
with her portrait, was forwarded, which was deli-
vered to the wounded hussar by Lord Wellington
himself. When he had sufficiently recovered, Hesse
returned to England, and passed much of his time
at Oatlands, the residence of the Duchess of York;
he was also honoured with the confidence of the
Princess Charlotte and her mother, Queen Caro-
line.

Many delicate and important transactions were
conducted through the medium of Captain Hesse;
in fact, it was perfectly well known that he played
a striking part in many scenes of domestic life
which I do not wish to reveal. I may, how-
ever, observe that the Prince Kegent sent the late
Admiral Lord Keith to Hesse's lodgings, who de-
manded, in his Eoyal Highness5s name, the restitu-
tion of the watch and letters which had been sent
him when in Spain. After a considerable amount
of hesitation, the admiral obtained what he wanted
the following day; whereupon Lord Keith assured
him that the Prince Regent would never forget so
great a mark of confidence, and that the heir to the
throne would ever afterwards be his friend. I
regret to say, from personal knowledge, that upon
this occasion the prince behaved most ungratefully
and unfeelingly; for, after having obtained all heother parts.however, he appeared again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